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retake Troyes, and the Austrians held a formal
entry into the city.

Napoleon by this time was in pursuit of Blucher,
crossing the Aisne at Berry au Bac on the fifth of
March and establishing himself at Craonne. He
had formed the general plan of marching to release
the garrisons from the fortresses of the Moselle and
of the Ardennes and forming with them a new
field army; this done he would leave the pursuit of
Blucher to the new army and himself turn back
to deal with Schwarzenberg. He had, unfortun-
ately, underestimated Blucher's strength, a mis-
take for which he was soon to pay dearly.

As Napoleon was about to march along the
highroad that leads from the river Aisne at Berry
au Bac to the town of Laon, Blucher sent the
Russian general, Woronzoff, to occupy the heights
at Craonne, intending him to descend at the
proper moment and give battle. Almost at the
same time, for valid reasons, Blucher and Na-
poleon changed their plans, the French mounting
the heights to give battle there, and Woronzoff
not descending but awaiting their attack.

Rising like a great promontory from the plain
north of Craonne a plateau runs in a westerly
direction almost as far as Soissons. To the north
it slopes to the Ailette; to the south, rough banks,
crisscrossed by streams, descend to the Aisne. The
plateau itself is very irregular in width narrowing
near the farm of Hurtebise to a mere ridge which
is lower in the middle than at the two extremities.